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THE STUDIO
Welcome to SOPA’s 2026

JUNIOR PARENT HANDBOOK!

Welcome to The Studio of Performing Arts (SOPA) 2026 Junior Program. We are
honoured to partner with you as your child grows, learns, and discovers their confidence
through the arts. For 20 years, SOPA has been a safe, nurturing space where children
are supported by qualified educators who understand childhood development,
neurodiversity, and trauma-informed practice. Our goal is simple: to help your child
grow as a human, not just as a performer.

This handbook will guide you through the Junior Program works, our values,
communication systems, staff, and how to make the most of your SOPA experience.

You can join SOPA at anytime during the year. The SOPA Accounts team will create
your invoice based on the lessons that remain in the year.

The SOPA difference

SOPA was created by Danielle Lennon, a Master of Education (Guidance and
Counselling) graduate, qualified teacher and experienced arts educator. Danielle
founded SOPA when her youngest child, Zoe, faced speech delay and hearing
challenges. The goal was simple: create a space where children thrive through
movement and connection.

Now, two decades later, SOPA stands proudly as Australia’s only dance school that is
also a registered provider of school-aged care through its SOPA-OSHC program.
SOPA educators are trained in early childhood and school-aged development, ensuring
your child’s physical and emotional wellbeing always comes first.

Staying Connected

o Newsletters are emailed Week 2 of each term
o BAND App: Access class videos, practice materials, and updates.
o Facebook: Join our closed group “The Studio of Performing Arts —

Springfield” to stay connected with the wider SOPA family.

© Education City Drive, Springfield Central QLD 4300 (above Ballistic Brewery)
t. 0419 STUDIO / 0419 788 346 perform@thestudiospringfield.com.au
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WHAT’S NEW IN 2026

2026 marks SOPA’s 20th Anniversary, and we are celebrating by improving how
families experience dance + circus education. You can join SOPA anytime of the year,
and your full year membership will be calculated for you — NO extra payments. SOPA
Accounts Manager will calculate your fees + concert participation based on what is
remaining of the year.

1. A Clear Yearly Membership Structure

A single yearly fee that includes: Junior Program classes your child enrols in, as well as;
Concert costume(s)

Concert t-shirt

Annual medal and certificate

Insurance and administration

Access to BAND for practice videos

No extra charges

2. Three Flexible Payment Pathways Choose the option that suits your family best:

Option 1 — Yearly Upfront Payment
Pay your full yearly membership over-the-counter or via direct deposit.

Option 2 — Two-Part Payment
o Firstinstalment: 27 January 2026
e Second instalment: 27 June 2026

Option 3 — Fortnightly Direct Debit
e Runs from Tuesday 27 January to Tuesday 15 December 2026
o 23 total payments (if you enrol for the whole SOPA year)
o Automatically calculated based on your child’s membership
o Simple, predictable, and family-friendly

You may choose a different option each year. Direct debit is not ongoing and renews by parent
choice annually.

Paying via bank transfer, Placing your surname as the reference
Name — Lennon Circus & Entertainment

BSB - 633000

Acc# - 145935722

Published November 2025. Prices, times, dates are correct at time of publication.
Changes may occur & will be updated in future newsletter
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3. Updated Policies with Parent Clarity OF PEPRINGRIELD
In 2026, families will have:
. Until end of Term 2 to withdraw from concert and receive a refund of Concert
package
. The ability to swap classes using the same credit process as 2025
. Clear information on withdrawal (four weeks written notice)

The Junior Program (Grades 1-3)

The Junior Program builds on early foundations and introduces structured creative
disciplines in a supportive environment.

Junior students attend:

. Jazz /| Hip Hop combo lesson
. Ballet / Tap combo lesson

. Musical Theatre

. Acrobatics

These classes build:

. Confidence, Musicality, Coordination
. Social-emotional growth, Self-efficacy, Creative expression
. Resilience, Teamwork & Friendship

Class duration for Grades 1-3 are 45 minutes to enhance stamina and focus.

A Trauma-Informed, Neurodiversity-Affirming Approach
Children come to SOPA with different needs, strengths and ways of learning.

Our educators nurture each child at their pace and are trained to support:
» Anxiety, ADHD, Sensory needs, Emotional regulation

o Children building courage and confidence

« Children who need extra space, encouragement, or reassurance

Our Consent Culture

Consent is foundational at SOPA. When children learn consent in the studio, they carry
those protective skills into every part of life.

We teach children:
Their bodies belong to them, they have a voice that is listened to, their boundaries
matter.
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Your child is taught by a team of educators, with a level of qualification
and expertise that is unique within the dance industry.

Executive Team
Danielle Lennon sa (Literature), Dip. Ed.(Secondary) M.Ed.(Guidance & Counseliing)
Amanda Watson

Warren Lennon bip. school Aged Care

Management Team

Zoe Lennon B Ed. — Secondary (4" year), Cert IV Dance Teaching & Management

Adelia Peatey B Ed.- Primary, Cert IV Dance Teaching & Management, Cert IV TAE

Teachers

Fiona JaCkSOn WAG Intermediate Coach, WAG Advanced Judge, Cert.IV School Aged Care
AVa Sorgel B.Ed — Secondary (4" Year), Cert IV Dance Teaching & Management
Gemma Wildenburg Cert IV Dance Teaching & Management

Gabrie”e WatSOn Cert IV Dance Teaching & Management

Caltlyn Ha” Cert IV Dance Teaching & Management

Teaching Assistants

Founder, School Teacher, SOPA Dance + Circus Teacher

Business Manager (Accounts)

Logistics Manager, Educator, Circus Master

Coordinator SOPA Dance + Circus, Musical Theatre, Circus, Dance

Coordinator SOPA OSHC, Nominated Supervisor, Dance

Circus + Acrobatics Lead Teacher

Saturday Manager + Dance Teacher

Dance Teacher

Dance Teacher, 2™ year Bachelor of Speech Pathology

Dance Teacher, 1%t year Bachelor of Education

Taiya Brinkworth, Louise Blair, Temperance Hart, Tahlia Shields, Libby Parker
*All teaching assistants are enrolled in Certificate IV in Dance Teaching & Management

Do you need support or guidance?

Contact Reception for general assistance

perform@thestudiospringfield.com.au

More detailed concern, SOPA Founder Danielle Lennon danielle@thestudiospringfield.com.au

Accounts query SOPA Business Manager Amanda Wats

amanda@thestudiospringfield.com.au

We will respond within 72 hours to explore a solution.
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Exclusive VIP Registration — Never Pay

Registration Fees Again!

As a special thank-you to SOPA families, we offer Priority Registration for students enrolled
in Term 4 classes. This exclusive opportunity allows you to receive a full credit for the annual
registration fee, making it easy to stay enrolled without paying extra each year.

Here’s how it works:

. Priority Registration is available two weeks after concert and ends on the 01.12.24
. To qualify, complete and return your registration forms, pay the $70.00 registration fee
. The $70.00 fee you pay will be credited back to your Term 1 invoice, so you get your

registration fee back in full.

By taking advantage of Priority Registration every year, you'll never pay a registration fee
again—just a little extra savings and convenience for our VIP families!

Why are 4 classes cheaper than 3?

WHY are 4 lessons a week, cheaper than 3...statistics show that engaged children are
more successful, more capable of understanding their own strengths and weaknesses
and more well-rounded human-beings — so at SOPA we reward this behaviour!

Lesson Prices:
Grade 1, Grade 2 and Grade 3 children have three x 45-minute lessons plus one x 30 minute
Musical Theatre lesson to choose from each week.

e 1 xLesson per Week: $26.00 per lesson

e Combine Musical Theatre and Acro $32.00 for two lessons
or Jazz/Hip Hop and Ballet/Tap

e 3 x Lessons per Week: $59.00 for three lessons

e 4 xlessons per week: $49.00 per week

Pack a water bottle and some quick munch snacks if needed
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How does the SOPA Yearly Membership Work? T O

At SOPA, you can combine whichever classes work for your family or
add or change classes later. Just remember you will need to collect your child between
classes — if not choosing back-to-back classes.

Then, SOPA Business Manager, Amanda will create an itemised Yearly Membership
invoice for every enrolled SOPA student. With almost 400 students we cannot create
quotes for every family. However, below is an example of how you can estimate your
own Jnr Yearly Membership.

Yearly Membership removes Term 4 Bill Shock, when SOPA clients have previously
had Term 4 Tuition Invoices + Concert costume Invoice to pay by October.

Jnr Concert Package explained:
* At Concert Musical Theatre & Acro genres use one costume $120.00
* At Concert Jazz/Hip Hop and Ballet/Tap use one costume $120.00
* Concert rehearsal bundle (two rehearsal lessons) $65.00

Children in our Junior Concert do not wear any makeup or dance stockings. We provide
socks and 1 x concert memorabilia t-shirt for the Finale within your Costume Package.

Use this example:

In this example we are enrolling in four Jnr classes per week: $49.00 per week, there
are 23 fortnights in SOPA 2026 year.

Saturday Jnr Program:
e $49.00 for four lessons per week (same price as 2025)
e Yearly Calculation: 37 Saturday lessons (excluding public holidays)
e $49.00 per lesson x 37 Saturday lessons in 2026 = $1,813.00
e Concert Package: 2 x concert costumes: $120 x 2= $240.00 + Concert
Rehearsal Bundle: $65.00 = $305.00
e TOTAL: $1, 813.00 + $305 = $2, 118.00 yearly membership

Three Payment Options:

1. Fortnightly Direct Debit Payments: $2, 118.00 divided by 23 fortnights =
$92.08 per fortnight* direct debit fees and charges apply

2. Yearly Up-front payment: $2,118.00 - 3% = $2,054.46 (no fees and charges)

3. Two - Part payment: $2,118.00 divided by 2 = $1,059.00. Pay by 27 January and
23 June 2026 (no fees and charges).

7 | Page



3.

THE STUDI
Enrolment Enroiments remain open throughout the year, based on class oF psnpgmutcjmso

SPRINGFIELD
availability. If you join mid-term, your account will reflect a pro-rata adjustment.

$20.00 7-Day Trial Pass

Children need time to adjust to new environments. To ease this transition, we offer a $20.00 7-Day
Trial Pass. The $20.00 7-Day Trial Pass allows your family to experience SOPA classes and
community. With many options available, we suggest trying different classes to find the best fit. If
you decide to join us, we will apply your $20.00 credit to your yearly membership package.

Money-Back Guarantee

The SOPA Money-back guarantee supports children and parents in settling into the SOPA
lifestyle.

After completing four weeks, if you feel our program does not suit, email us with 4 week’s notice
and we will manage your yearly membership package.

e Refunds apply to the remaining weeks of the term.

e Withdrawals before the fourth week are not eligible for refunds.

o Registration fees are non-refundable.

Accolade Week Accolade Week celebrates the dedication and effort children show all year. All
children enrolled in Term 4, including those not in Annual Concert, receive a personalised medal and
certificate in Week 7. Children may choose to express gratitude to their teachers, possibly with a card
or a drawing.

Membership Discounts

SOPA families receive:
o Early Bird prices for Concert tickets
e Early Bird access for SOPA OSHC for school aged children
e  Priority Registration for the following year

Note: There are no additional fees for, insurance, or medals and certificates.

Drop-Off Procedure On weekends and after 6 p.m., a student waiting room is available, with
bathrooms, a kitchenette, and a study nook.

Pick-Up Procedure To reduce congestion in Reception, children meet parents on the balcony. If you
expect a delay, send a quick text to Reception; your child will wait with their teacher in their last
classroom. Parents may also wait on the hill within line of sight of teachers on the balcony..

For final classes of the evening, parents should meet teachers outside the bottom door. For safety
reasons, we lock the balcony after 8 p.m., limiting teacher visibility
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OPT- IN opportunities at SOPA
The Benefits of ATOD Examinations for Your Child

Is your child ready for a new challenge in dance? Opt-In to ATOD exams with an up-front
payment at the start of Term 2.

SOPA offers the opportunity to participate in Nationally Accredited Dance Examinations with
the Australian Teachers of Dancing (ATOD), a wonderful way for young dancers to gain
experience, confidence, and recognition.

What to Expect

Pre-Exam Week

The week before Exam Day, children join small group practice sessions at SOPA, refining their
skills and preparing to present them with confidence. They will practice facing an examiner, learn
to demonstrate techniques when asked, and build comfort with the process.

Exam Day

Students arrive 45 minutes before their scheduled examination, where they warm up and relax
with their teachers. They will then enter Studio 1 with their Nationally Accredited Examiner, who
provides a supportive environment for each student to perform their best.

Post-Exam Recognition:

Approximately 6 weeks after examinations students receive;

* a personalised trophy,

* a graded medal,

* a certificate,

* and personal report to celebrate their hard work and offer improvements.

Exams help develop essential skills in confidence, resilience, and technique, and even
contribute QCE points for Grade 11 and 12 students in the future.

Examinations are held each year in the July School Holidays, with exam lessons being in
Week 1 of the holidays.

Participating in ATOD exams not only advances your child’s dance abilities but also provides
them with a sense of accomplishment and growth that extends well beyond the studio.

ATOD Exam Package

The exam package includes ATOD examination fee + Exam Lesson Bundle (3 x 45 minute
lessons)

Grade 1 ATOD Exam Fee $95 + Exam Lesson Bundle $78 =$173.00
Grade 2 ATOD Exam Fee $100 + Exam Lesson Bundle $78 = $178.00
Grade 3 ATOD Exam Fee $114 + Exam Lesson Bundle $78 = $192.00
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OPT- IN opportunities at SOPA
Is Your Child Ready for Performance Team?

For Junior students in Grade 2 and Grade 3, SOPA’s 10 Years & Under Performance Team
offers a wonderful opportunity to grow confidence, develop performance skills, and
experience the joy of working within a multi-age dance environment.

What Does It Mean to Join Performance Team?

Working towards real performance goals teaches children to commit, practise, and
celebrate achievement, skills that extend far beyond the studio.

Performance Team members learn in a combined class with dancers up to 10 years of age.
This multi-age structure allows younger children to feel inspired by older students around
them, encouraging positive role-modelling, confidence and motivation.

These sessions run every Friday during school terms 6.00pm — 7.30pm

What Students Learn

Performance Team dancers learn six new performance routines each year. Dancers
perform three routines each season; Lyrical, Jazz Up-Tempo, Hip Hop

Season One — Term 2 Performances

. Ipswich Combined Teachers Festival

. SOPA Mid Year Showcase at Springfield Central State High School

Season Two — Term 4 Performances

. SOPA Annual Concert Series

Students perform their second set of three routines, building on confidence and stage
experience gained throughout the year and preparing for Season 1 2027

Costumes
Although dancers learn six routines, they use the same three costumes all year long, This
reduces financial strain on families while still providing high-quality experiences..

Performance Team Package

The Performance Team Package is added to your yearly membership and includes:
. Weekly Friday Tuition: $32.00 x 37 weeks in 2026 (excluding public holidays)
. Three Premium Costumes: $150 each

. 20 January Rehearsal Day, Mid Year Showcase Rehearsal TBA

TOTAL: Tuition $1184 + Performance Team Costumes $450.00 = $1,698.00
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2026 Term Dates

Term 1 Tuesday 27 January - Thursday 2 April 10 weeks
Term 2 Monday 20 April - Saturday 27 June 10 weeks
Term 3 Monday 13 July - Saturday 19 September 10 weeks
Term 4 Tuesday 6 October - Saturday 12 December 10 weeks

2026 Public Holidays (all below dates are removed from your invoice)

Monday 26 January Australia Day

Friday 3 April Good Friday

Saturday 4 April Easter Saturday
Saturday 25 April Anzac Day

Monday 4 May Labour Day

Friday 15 May Ipswich Show Holiday
Monday 5 October King’s Birthday

Friday Before Concert May as well be a holiday!
Saturday of Concert Definitely a Holiday!

ALL above Public Holidays and Concert Days are acknowledged and removed from your yearly
membership. SOPA operates as normal on ALL Pupil Free Days and EKKA Show Holidays.

Exams

July school holidays, Exam lessons are within the week July 6 to July 10. The requested date
for 2026 exams is July 4 and July 5.

Dress Up Days
Halloween [Term 4] Monday 26 October to Saturday 31 October 2026.

Ghosts, Ghouls, Zombies, Superheroes, Princesses, Fairies...Everyone is welcome at SOPA on the
night of Halloween. Be careful not to scare your teachers though!
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Jnr Concert Experience

At SOPA, children in our Junior Program are learning, laughing, and gaining confidence every
step of the way. From impromptu performances at home, dancing, tumbling, and acting up a
storm, to structured classes that extend their focus and technique, your child will flourish through
the arts.

We're thrilled to invite our youngest SOPA stars, ages 2 to 5, to join us for the Ready Set Dance Concert, an

unforgettable introduction to new skills and social awareness through performing!

Rehearsal Bundle: Sunday, 1 November 2026 at SOPA 10.30am — 12.30pm
Sunday, 8 November 2026 at St Johns Anglican College, Forest Lake
10.30am — 12.30pm

Annual Concert: Saturday, 13 November 2026
Arrival: 10.30am
Concert: 11.00am — 12.30pm

What to Expect: Your child is ready to shine, they have been supported all year long and they are ready to have a
wonderful, uplifting experience.

Plan Ahead with SOPA:

Put dates into your calendar and be prepared
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Junior Program
Grade 1 to Grade 3 at school
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Hear the squeals of delight as they begin to recognise their

strength and co-ordination. Students have longer lessons in

«T; /¥ our Junior Program which help them focus on developing their
2 o) ,c‘f technique. The annual Junior Concert is designed just for
' them AND they can join Performance Teams from Grade 2!!
Grade 1
Saturday 11.30 - 12.15pm Ballet & Tap

12.15 - 1.00pm

Jazz & Hip Hop

1.00 - 1.30pm G1 Musical Theatre
1.30 - 2.15pm Acrobatics
Grade 2
Saturday 10.30 - 11:15am Ballet & Tap
11:15 - 11.45am G2 Musical Theatre
11.45 - 12.30pm Jazz & Hip Hop
12.30 - 1.15pm Acrobatics
Grade 3
Saturday 9.00 - 9.45am Ballet & Tap
9.45 - 10.30am Jazz & Hip Hop
10.30 - 11.15am Acrobatics

11.15 - 11.45pm

G3 Musical Theatre

Performance Teams: Dance

Students from Grade 2 can join SOPA 10 Years & Under Performance Team: Dance, this
allows students to develop social and choreography skills. Students must be enrolled in
Ballet & Jazz AND Hip Hop & Tap as their base classes.

Students gain extra performance opportunities and learn 6 new dances each year.

10 & Under Performance Teams
(Jazz, Hip Hop & Contemporary)

Friday 6.00 - 7.30pm
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Name Pronouns

DOB School
2026 School Year Level (if applicable)

Parent/Guardian Address
City Postcode

Phone Number

Email Address

1. Emergency Contact Name

Phone

How did you hear about us? Friend referral / Markets / Local Signage / Leaflet / Current Student / Instagram / Facebook

The Studio of Performing Arts Image Release Form

Consent for use of images

| give permission for The Studio of Performing Arts to use images of my child

including film recording, online marketing, and in promotion or publicity for the sole purpose or marketing the company and/or providing educational

resources. | understand children will not be identified.

[ 11 consent to my child’s image being used on social media platforms.

[ 11 consent to my child’s image being used in printed or internal SOPA materials only.

Signed by Legal Guardian

Print name

Signature
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Mobile. 0419 STUDIO / 0419 788 346
email perform@thestudiospringfield.com.au
website www.thestudiospringfield.com.au

2026 Participants Registration Form

THE STUDIO

OF PERFORMING ARTS
SPRINGFIELD

NAME DAY & CLASS

TIME

E.g. | Zoe Sat Grade 1 Jazz

9.30 — 11.00am

Office Use Only

Form Received Date: Registration fee amount
paid:
Staff name: R. Fee date paid:

Applicable: Trial
Credit applied to
next Invoice?

Y /N
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Terms, Conditions & Waiver THE STUDIO
As a customer of Terms, Conditions & Waiver The Studio of Performing Arts (“Service Provider”) As a OF PERFORMING ARTS
customer of The Studio of Performing Arts, these terms, conditions, and waiver form the basis of your agreement
with the Service Provider. Agreements with you include your registration form, which you complete and provide to
the Service Provider.

1. Money Back Guarantee

® 1.1 If your child participates in 4 weeks of classes and is unsatisfied, you must notify the Service Provider in writing. Remaining term fees will
be refunded on a pro-rata basis.

. Refunds, Discounts and Credits
2.1 Annual registration fees are non-refundable.
2.2 Uniform costs are non-refundable.

e o o N

2.3 No refunds, discounts, or credits are given for missed classes, except in cases of long-term illness (with 2 weeks’ written notice). Fees
will then be refunded on a pro-rata basis.

® 2.4 If you notify the Service Provider in writing before a class commences, make-up classes (subject to availability) may be arranged within
the same term. Maximum of 2 make-up classes per term.

2.5 If government-regulated lockdown or isolation is required, the timetable will move online.
2.6 Nothing in this agreement limits your rights under the Australian Consumer Law for services not provided with due care and skill.

3. Costs
3.1 Fees must be paid by the due date; late fees apply.

3.2 Optional opportunities (exams, performance teams) incur additional charges, including but not limited to:
Exam/test fees
Uniform purchase
Concert ticket purchase

3.3 The Service Provider reserves the right to cancel or change the timetable and price structure at any time.

»

. Recreational Activity Risk Warning, Acknowledgement, Waiver and Release

4.1 Participation in circus, acrobatics, and dance lessons involves significant risks, including property damage and personal injury (e.g., torn
muscles, fractures, twisted ankles).

4.2 Parents/guardians must ensure they understand all risks, including those related to any pre-existing health conditions.
4.3 By signing, you acknowledge, agree and understand that participation is voluntary and at your child’s own risk.

4.4 Parents/guardians confirm they have explained these risks to the participant.

4.5 This risk warning constitutes a formal “risk warning” under Sections 13 - 19 of the Civil Liability Act 2003 (QLD).

4.6 By signing, you agree to to the full extent permitted by law: to release your rights (or the rights of a person for whom you are signing for)
the Service Provider from liability to the full extent permitted by law, including for physical injury, mental injury, disease, or harmful conditions
resulting from the participation in recreational services or recreational activities provided by the Service Provider.

® 4.7 This risk warning does not limit the Service Provider's duty to take reasonable care for participant safety, nor participants’ rights under
law where negligence can be proven.

5. By signing this document, to the full extent of the law, you (or the person for whom you are acquiring the services), agree to waive and/or
release the Service Provider, its servants and agents from any claim, right or cause of action from claims arising from death, injury, disease,
loss, or damage sustained during participation.

L] 5.1 You acknowledge, agree and understand:
Participation is permitted in consideration of signing this document.
The Service Provider may rely on this document in court proceedings.
The laws of Queensland govern this agreement.

5.2 You are not required to sign; however, refusal may prevent participation. Signing does not remove all legal rights.
5.3 This waiver applies to all future visits unless withdrawn in writing or replaced by a new agreement.

5.4 All Service Provider staff hold valid Working With Children Blue Cards or Exemption Cards, and comply with Queensland’s Child
Protection Act 1999 and National Principles for Child Safe Organisations.

L] 5.5 In simple terms: dance and circus activities involve physical risk. Signing acknowledges and accepts those risks.

. Class Procedure
Children should use the toilet before class to avoid disruption.
Classes/locations are nut and banana free zones due to staff anaphylaxis.

Classes are closed to visitors unless scheduled with Reception.

6

.

.

o Arrive on time and collect children promptly.

.

o Mobile phones must be handed in at Reception or left with parents/caregivers.
.

No outside shoes are permitted inside SOPA rooms; dance shoes must be worn.

. Communications

7

L] 7.1 Communication will be primarily via email.

L] 7.2 Personal details will not be shared without consent and will be handled in accordance with the Privacy Act.
.

7.3 Participant data is securely stored and retained only as long as necessary.
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o 7.4 The Service Provider will use best endeavours to ensure communications are virus-free but is not responsible THE STUDIO
OF PERFORMING ARTS
for any damage caused by unknowingly transmitted issues. SPRINGFIELD
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Date
Name

If you do not have a printer please scan the QR Code and complete online

The Studio of the Performing Arts
Springfield (Junior School) - V.1
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